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Council Work Session/Regular Council Meeting 1 
 Minutes 2 

June 4, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Heveran led 10 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran Choi, 13 

Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: none 16 
  17 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney 18 

Jack Terhune Borough Administrator  19 
 20 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 21 
 22 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 23 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 24 
 25 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 26 
 27 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 28 
 None 29 
 30 
RESOLUTIONS 31 
 32 
Councilman Hawkins asked for Resolution 07-138 be pulled 33 
 34 
Mr. Terhune answered questions regarding bills on the bill list by the Governing body. 35 
 36 
A motion was made by Council President Heveran seconded by Councilman Puzzo to 37 
approve Resolutions 07-134 07-135, 07-137, 07-139 through 07-142. 38 
 39 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 40 
voted yes. Resolutions approved. 41 
 42 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve 43 
Resolution 07-138. 44 
 45 
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Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci voted yes. 46 
Councilman Hawkins abstained. Resolutions approved. 47 

 48 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 49 

a) Banner for Graduates (Council president Heveran)-Council President 50 
Heveran reported that Jim Rodgers has given a proposal to print the 51 
banner for $500.00 it will be double sided. The Governing Body accepted 52 
the proposal and approved Resolution 07-136. 53 

 54 
b.) Shared Services with Teaneck (Borough Administrator) Mr. Terhune 55 

reviewed the letter received from the Borough of Teaneck. 56 
 57 
c.) Summer Hours (Councilman Raucci) Councilman Raucci would like to go 58 

to two meetings for the summer. After a discussion the council agreed to 59 
have the meetings on the first and third Mondays both meetings would be 60 
working/regular meetings, starting with June through August. Councilman 61 
Raucci explained that he would like to offer the hours to all Borough Hall 62 
employees. Mr. Terhune explained that it is impossible as different staff 63 
members have different commitments. The Governing Body discussed the 64 
issue and decided to do this on a trial basis with the Building Department. 65 
They will have hours on Tuesday night until 8:30 and leave at 12:00 noon 66 
on Fridays. 67 

 68 
d.) Yamato (Councilman Puzzo) Councilman Puzzo would like an appraisal 69 

done on the property and see how it fits in the long term with what the 70 
Council would like to do. Mr. Giblin explained the liability issues 71 
involved.  72 

 73 
 e.) Planner (Councilman Puzzo) Mr. Terhune explained where he was with 74 
  receiving proposals for a planner. 75 
 76 

f.) Tax Collector (Borough Administrator) Mr. Terhune explained the need to 77 
hire a tax collector. The position will be advertised on the league of 78 
Municipalities Website. 79 

 80 
g.) Cable Television – Councilman Hawkins explained the seminar he attended 81 

on the new cable television laws. 82 
 83 

 84 
NEW BUSINESS 85 

a) Vacation of Vreeland (Borough Administrator) Mr. Giblin  referred to a 86 
letter regarding the request to have a portion of Vreeland vacated. 87 

 88 
b.) DOT Application for 2008 (Borough Administrator) Mr. Terhune inquired 89 

if anyone had a recommendation for a project.  90 
 91 
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c.) Music at American Legion Hall (Council President Heveran) Council 92 
President Heveran reported she has received complaints from residents 93 
near the American Legion regarding the loud music until 2:00am. The 94 
Governing Body discussed amending the noise ordinance. 95 

Council President Heveran announced that former fire Chief Mark Tighe passed 96 
away. 97 
 98 
Council President Heveran asked for an update on the Crossing Guard by the 99 
High School. Councilman Raucci reported this was discussed in a Police 100 
Committee meeting; the Borough does have a shortage of crossing guards.  This 101 
will be reviewed by the traffic officer and will be reported on at a future meeting. 102 
 103 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 104 
 105 
Alan Winters, 125 Knapp Terrace – Feels there is a lack of foresight and planning on 106 
behalf of the Governing Body. The Borough needs to move forward and not wait for 107 
things to happen. Councilman Hawkins asked Mr. Winters to attend the next Real Estate 108 
Committee meeting. 109 
 110 
Robert Pacicco, 530 Grandview Terrace – Would like to see new turning lanes on 111 
Glenwood at Fort Lee Road. Mr. Pacicco agreed the Texaco/Yamato Property needs to be 112 
addressed. Mr. Pacicco also discussed the veto of the nail salons. 113 
 114 
CORRESPONDENCE 115 
 116 
No Correspondence 117 
 118 
CLOSED SESSION  119 
None 120 
 121 
ADJOURNMENT 122 
 123 
A motion was made by Council President Heveran  to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 124 
Councilman Raucci. All in favor none opposed. 125 
 126 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM 127 
 128 
Respectfully Submitted, 129 
 130 
 131 
 132 
Fran Lehmann 133 
Borough Clerk 134 
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